
4.2 Immigration for Our Economy 
Immigration is vital to our economy, our communities, and to our national identity as a 
country that is diverse and welcoming of everyone. Indeed, multiculturalism is one of 
Canada’s great success stories and an example to the world. 

Throughout the pandemic, many newcomers have been on the front lines, working in 
key sectors like health care, transportation, the service sector, and manufacturing. 
Without them, Canada’s economy would not have overcome the challenges of the last 
two years. 

In the decades to come, our economy will continue to rely on the talents of people from 
all over the world, just as we have in decades past. Our future economic growth will be 
bolstered by immigration. And Canada will remain a leader in welcoming newcomers 
fleeing violence and persecution. 

In Budget 2022, the federal government is proposing investments to enhance our 
capacity to meet the immigration demands of our growing economy; to create 
opportunities for all newcomers; and to maintain Canada’s world-class immigration 
system. 

Canada’s Ambitious Immigration Plan 
Canada welcomed more than 405,000 new permanent residents in 2021— more than 
any year in Canadian history. 

To meet the demands of our growing economy, the federal government’s 2022-24 
Immigration Levels Plan—tabled in February 2022—sets an even higher annual target 
of 451,000 permanent residents by 2024—the majority of whom will be skilled 
workers, which will help to address persistent labour shortages. 

This higher target—along with the government’s 2021 Economic and Fiscal Update 
investments to resolve delays and backlogs in processing and new investments 
proposed in this Budget—will help make our immigration system more responsive to 
Canada’s economic needs and humanitarian commitments. 

The Immigration Levels Plan helps reunite family members with their loved ones, and 
allows us to continue to be home to the talents of those already in Canada by granting 



permanent status to temporary residents—including essential workers and international 
students. 

The Immigration Levels Plan also includes firm global humanitarian commitments, 
including a plan to resettle at least 40,000 Afghan refugees in the coming years. On 
March 30, 2022, Canada marked an important milestone by welcoming the 10,000th 
Afghan refugee since August 2021. In addition, the government has introduced new 
immigration streams for Ukrainians 

To support the processing and settlement of new permanent residents 
to Canada as part of Canada’s Immigration Levels Plan—including the government’s 
increased commitment to Afghan refugees—the government has committed $2.1 
billion over five years and $317.6 million ongoing in new funding. 

As announced in Budget 2021, the government also intends to amend the Immigration 
and Refugee Protection Act to improve Canada’s ability to select applicants that match 
its changing and diverse economic and labour force needs. These people will be from 
among the growing pool of candidates seeking to become permanent residents through 
the Express Entry System. 

Efficiently Welcoming Visitors, Students, and Workers to 
Canada 
Every year, Canada welcomes millions of tourists, international students, and 
temporary foreign workers. Together, they inject billions of dollars into our economy; 
bring new ideas and energy to our schools and businesses; create lasting commercial 
and social ties; and fill openings in our workforce. 

As the world recovers from the pandemic and travel restrictions are lifted, Canada can 
expect to see a growing number of temporary residence applications, visitor visas, and 
study permits. 

Budget 2022 proposes to provide $385.7 million over five years, and 
$86.5 million ongoing, for Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, the Canada 
Border Services Agency, and the Canadian Security Intelligence Service to facilitate 
the timely and efficient entry of a growing number of visitors, workers, and students. 

Securing the Integrity of Canada’s Asylum System 
Canada is a welcoming destination for those seeking refuge and each year takes in tens 
of thousands of people fleeing violence and persecution. 



Around the world, the number of displaced people and families tragically continues to 
rise. In the months and years to come, many will seek to come to Canada. 

Canada’s asylum system—the border officers, immigration officials, and members of 
the Immigration and Refugee Board who process, investigate, and adjudicate asylum 
claims—has recently benefited from enhanced temporary funding. As the COVID-19 
situation in Canada continues to improve and border restrictions ease, the federal 
government is committed to ensuring that Canada’s asylum system has the long-term 
resources it needs. 

Budget 2022 proposes to provide Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, the 
Canada Border Services Agency, the Immigration and Refugee Board, and the 
Canadian Security Intelligence Service with $1.3 billion over the next five years, and 
$331.2 million ongoing, to support the long-term stability and integrity of Canada’s 
asylum system. 

The government is also proposing to introduce amendments to the Immigration and 
Refugee Protection Act to allow Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada to 
require the electronic submission of asylum claims. Claims can currently be submitted 
either digitally or on paper, making it difficult to keep track of all information relevant 
to a file and ultimately leading to processing delays. This reform will help modernize 
and streamline the asylum process and reduce wait times for claimants. 

Supporting Legal Aid for Asylum Seekers 
Each year, thousands fearing persecution seek refuge in Canada. After their arrival, 
asylum seekers have the right to a fair hearing to determine their legal status. 

For those who cannot afford legal support, immigration and refugee legal 
aid can provide eligible asylum claimants with legal information, advice, and 
representation. These services, delivered in partnership with provinces, make the 
asylum system more efficient and help asylum seekers receive fair outcomes. 

Budget 2022 proposes to provide $43.5 million in 2022-23 to maintain federal support 
for immigration and refugee legal aid services. 



Improving Support Services for Immigrants and Visitors 
to Canada 
As global demand to visit, study, and work in Canada increases—in addition to a 
growing number of permanent residents moving to Canada—so too must the 
government’s ability to provide accessible, timely, and responsive services. 

Budget 2022 proposes to provide $187.3 million over five years, and 
$37.2 million ongoing, for Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada to improve 
its capacity to respond to a growing volume of enquiries and to invest in the technology 
and tools required to better support people using their services. 

Improving the Citizenship Program 
Becoming a citizen allows new Canadians to fully participate in Canadian society, 
including through the ability to vote, to run for public office, and to travel under a 
Canadian passport. 

To modernize the process of obtaining Canadian citizenship, the federal government 
recently launched new online services, which include the ability to submit applications 
electronically. However, current legislation limits the government’s ability to 
modernize the citizenship application process through digitization, meaning processing 
takes longer and online tools are limited. 

To further improve the experience of applicants and to enable the Citizenship Program 
to accommodate higher levels of applications, 
the government intends to introduce legislative amendments to the Citizenship Act to 
enable automated and machine-assisted processing and the safe and secure collection 
and use of biometric information. 


